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ABSTRACT 

This nanual describes and illustrates the writing 
systea of Modern Persian. It is aodelled after Frank A. Bice«s 
"Classical Arabic: The Writing System." Five sections concerning the 
writing system are provided: (1) printed Persian, (2) typewritten 
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PREFACE 



This manual, originall/prepared by Professor Herbert 
H. Paper, of the University of MicKiganjis closely modelled 
on Frank A» Rice's Classical Arabic; The Writing System 
IForcign Service Institute, 19^2). It has been revised to some 
extent by the following persons: Charles A. Ferguson^Carleton 
T. Hodge, Mohammad Mei^nandi-Nejad, and Mohammad Alt 
Jaeayery» The notes on typewritten Persian, handwritten 
Persian, the combination of words, and punctuation are Mr. 
Jatayery^St 
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PRINTED PERSIAN 



GENERAL 

0. Persian is customarily written and printed in an adapted iorm of 
the A)rabic alphabet consisting of 32 letters and a number of signs. It 
differs from its Arabic original in that it has added four new letters to 
take care of Persian sounds which do not exist in Arabic. In general » all 
MVords of Arabic origin, as well as a tiumber of Arabic phrases common 
in Peroian, appear in their original Arabic orthography. 

While the letters of the alphabet are basically the same in form 
whether written, printed, or typed, there are Slight differences. For our 
purposes, three main types may be distinguished: printed, typed, and 
handwritten (which is sometimes, though not so frequently as in earlier 
times, used In lithography or photo*printing). In the present treatment 
we aremainly concerned with the printed variety of the Persian alphabet. 
However, a short note on handwritten Persian has been added to serve 
as an introductory guide to the reading of this style. The typewritten form 
is also briefly discussed. 

1. Persian is written and printed from right to left. 

2. All of the consonants, but only three of the six simple vowels, 
are indicated. 

The manner of writing and printing is cursive, and most of the 
letters are connected to preceding and following letters within the 
same word. 

4. There are no capital letters. 

5. Most of the letters have fcur variant shapes, depending on wh6' 
ther or not they are connected to preceding and/or following leturs. 
Later on the four shapes will be called initial, medial, final, <ind^ 
independent. 

6. Some letters are identical in basic form and* are distinguished 
from one another by the arrangement of one, two, or three dots 
placed above, below, or inside the basic form. 



THE ALPHABET 

1. The following list shows the letters of the Persian alphabet in the 
iplupe they hav^ when they stand alone (s independent), that is, not coiw 
nacted to a preceding or following letter. This is the conventional order 
*^^^*^phabet according to which the dictionaries are arranged. 




1 



The Persian Alphabet 

Letter Name Transcribed by 

I *9e\it \ a (or no symbol) 

V be b 

V P 
^ te I 

ee s 

^ ce c 

^ he (hottO h 

^ xe X 

3 dal d 

> £al 2 

^ te r 

fj' Bin s 

^ sad t 

^d £ 

i> ta t 

3&a z ■ 

^ *f^yi^ * (or no symbol) 

^ qeyn q 

fe f 

i3 qaf q 

^ kal k 

^ gaf g 

J Um I 

f mim m 

0 nun n 

} vav V, u, o, ow 

• he (h«waez) h, e 

if y« y, i 



Notice that in a number of instanceB several letters represent the 
same sound in Percian. In these cases» only one of these letters ordi- 
narily occurs in words of Persian origin^ while all of them can be found 
in Arabic loanwords. However, in a few cases, even words which are hot 
Arabic borrowings are spelled witH letters otherwise peculiar to Arabic. 
A number c£ Persian proper nouns (both place names and personal names) 
are spelled with typical Arabic letters by some people and with the ordi* 
nary letters by others. The present tendency is in favor of the lattertype 
of spelling. The same situation exists in the c^seofwor l^ borrowed 
from languages other than Arabic (especially Greek and Turkish). 



Persian Sound 


Letters 




z 


3 


tt 








sal ' 








zad , 


Chiefly in Arabic loan words 






za 1 




s 




sin 






* 


se 


1 Chiefly in Arabic loan words 






sad 




t 




te 






1, 


ta 


Chiefly in Arabic loan words 


h 


c 


he hottf Chiefly in Arabic loan words 




• 


he haewifet 


q 


i 


qeyn 








qaf 


Chiefly in Arabic loan words 




1 








t 


*eyn 


Chiefly in Arabic loan words 



2. The following shows the Persian letters in their alphabetical order 
and written from right to left. Note the placing of the letters relative to 
the line of writing. 



VOWELS 

3. Persian has six vowels: a, ae, e* i» o, u. Two of them* 1 and u« are 
*^"Hrly indicated in the writing by the letters iS (y«) and y (vav) re- 

3 
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tpectively. One, a, is regularly indicated by I {^eeiii) in the middle or at 
the end^of A word. At the^beginning it is sometimes indicated by a special 
mark ^ over ' (^ael^f): Y • The other three vowels are not usually repre- 
sented in the writing. Four special signs, described in Section 18, may 
be used to indicate e, and 0| or absence of vowel»but these signs are 
rarely used in ordinary written or printed Persian. Occasionally o is in- 
dicated by y (vav); and at the end of a word e is sometimes indicated by 
* (he haevva^z). 

There is also a special sign to indicate double consonants (see Sec- 
tion 23). This sign is not ordinarily used. 



NON- CONNECTORS 

4. The following letters arc non^connectors* They do not have a cur- 
sive linking to a following letter, though they do connect to a preceding 
letter ii the preceding letter is a connector. 

I 'aelef is characteristically a vertical stroke, 
> dal 

S zal is exactly like dal, but with one dot above it. 



exactly like re» but with one dot above it, 
exactly like re. but with a dot triangle Above it. 



At the beginning of a word, the letter I ('aelef) indicates *, A vowel 
naturally follows, as Persianhas no words beginning with two consonants, 
'u is rep2esented by ^1 , »i by ^\ . »a has a special symbol over the I 
(*aelef): X{see Section 19.10). »ae. *o, and »e are ordinarily written with | 
('«elef} alone. 

In the middle of a uord, I (»aeUf) most often represents the vowel 
a, but it may also represent », At the end of a word, t ('«l^f) nearly always 
indicates the vowel a (see Section 24). 

The symbol I (Section 19J1) for 'a is also used in the middle and 
at the end of words. 

The letter > (vav) at the beginning of a word represents the conso^ 
nant v, elsewhere it may represent u, o» ow, or v, 

3' *9^z <from» daer *in» dad 'he gave' 

^' *u «he* do Uwo* >;>dserd <pain* 

^jjl 'aerzes 'value* 3^ 'fortress* daevi 'medicine' 

>^>dud 'smoke* 

ERIC 



re 

ze is 
ze is 
vav 



*ordu 'Urdu' j^^ 'vit 'day' ^jj vaereSm 'swelling' 

^l^^l 'aedvir 'periods' ^3 £«ed 'he struck' ^yjy vorud 'arrival' 

zud 'quick* 
J}) zur 'strength* 
»«rd 'yellow* 

dei 'fortress* 

3j^rui 'rouge* 



CONIIECTORS 



5. All other letters connect both to preceding letters (except when they 
are non^connectors) and to following letters. These may be arranged 
accc>rding to their basic forms. 

6. b, n, y, t, p» s. These letters are all characterized by an upward 
stroke with one to three dots above or below. The medial forms are as 
follows: 

. b 



* n 



: y 
: t 



*8ebru 'eyebrow* 
*«ebr 'cloud* 

tttbrrs 'Tabrit' 
2ib4 'beautiful' 



In their final and independent forms, there is significant variation only 
in the basic forms of O n and (S y. 

6.10 b (be) has a dingle dot below. C 

6.11 b* has the initial shape: i 
jb baK 'open* 
JU beed 'bad' 

6.12 -b« has the medial shape: ^ 

bsebr 'liger* 
jS taebser 'axe* 

6.13 -b has the final shape: ^ 
w^3 'ornament* v 
w»* taeb 'fever* 

6.14 b has the independent shape: 
wli tr.b <glow* 
c^U nab 'pure* 

6.20 n (nun) has one dot above. 

6.21 Kas the initial shape: ; 

ERJC 



i^il 'aedfb 'man of letters* 
c-Hj' *or{b 'slanting' 



bab 'gate* 
tor6b 'radish' 



' hAs tke hiedial ehitpe: 

*n Has the •hape: ^ 



ni» 'also* 
now 'new* 



jjUb hf^ndt 'yet. 8 
U-j tond */a*t' 



;tltl» 



t«n 'body* 



ui>iti n has the Independent shape: \ 

0^ ttJurt 'bread* 

O'il nadin 'ignorant* 
i Written medial or final nb i$ pronounced mb: 



din 'religion* 
iX/^i) zudtttrfn *quickeit* 

0>j «aed«en 'to'itrike* 
0'^;^ daendln 'tooth* 



jj^j t atmbur 'wasp* 



^1 *eemb6r 'pincers* 



6.30 y (ye) has two dots below (when initial or medial). 

The letter (ye) at the beginning of a word represents the conso- 
nant y; elsewhere it may represent i or y. 

The sequence (*sel^|.ye) at the beginning o£ a word often re^ 
presents 'i, and sometimes it represents ^ey. 

6.31 y« has the initial shape: ^ 
b ya 'or* 
jl^l *iran 'Iran* 

6.32 -y. has the medial shape: ; 

niz 'also' 
O^L^ biabin 'desert* 



Olj>> yunSn 'Greece* 
^1 *in 'this* 

pf4n{r 'cheese' 
beyn 'between* 



6,33 Final ye Is deeper than the final forms of the other letters treated 
in Section 6 (except n),it is aUocharacterited by the curving connecting 
line. Notice that the two dots are ordinarily not written below the filial 
and independent forms. 



^1^1 *lranf 'Iranian* 



yunanf 'Greek* 
^t^li nadanf 'ignorance* 



^ bi 'without* 

6.34 /has the independent shape: ^ 
jjjj ru«i 'a day' 
<^J^ basf 'play, game* 

6.35 At the end of certain Arabic loan words the letter xS ttpttntnio 
Ihe sound a. You wiU have to learn the words that are written with iS iot 
a instead of i (>selif). (See Section 26). 



iS^)) **^*"df 'yellowness' 
iSj^ yarf'help* 



6.40 



6.42 



6,43 



6.44 



t (t«) h4l two doti above, 
tut the iniUal thape: T 
O^lr tabdt <comn» 

ttebafer <axe» 
•t« has the medial ihapet i 
jij peetil 'blanket > 

dokt6r /doctot' 
-t hae the final shape: 

tserbiyrfl 'education* 
»^ pust 'akin' 
t haa the Independent shape: O 
O yl' tabfit 'coffin* 
UU^I >eh$asit 'feelingar 



wJ* taeb 'fevei"* 

« . 

t^ebrfz 'Tabrli* 

metr 'meter* 
kacmtrfr 'less* 



hot 'idol* 
<J biat 't>jventy' 



0)U^ 'ebardet *phrase* 
oU) loqit 'words* 



6.50 
6.51 



6.52 



6.53 



6.54 



6.60 
6.6i 



6.62 



p (pe) has three dots arranged in ^ triangle below, 
p« has the initial shape: ^ 
pa 'foot' *^ 
por 'full' 



*-p- has the medial shape: * 
JU^ tsepfd 'palpitated* 
'Xf^ bipaer 'Fly I* 
>p has the final shape: ^ 

pip '(tobacco) pipe' 

tip 'brigade' 
p haa the independent shape: y 
yl pap 'Pope' 
y y tup 'c annon' 

s (ae) has three dots ahove. 
s* has the initial shape: I 
C->1' sab<t *proved; fixed' 
Cjy} i^rvait 'wealth' 
-a- has the medial shape: ^ 
yt» nsear 'prose' 
J(jU meail 'example' 



pard 'oar^ 
^ paer ^feather' 



b^paeraed 'Let him fly, 
bepaSt 'Cookl' 

y^ csep 'left* 
ys^ Jip 'jeep' 



y W 9ap sprinting 
y^ ker^p 'crepe 



Cy aaebt 'registration' 
sola <a third' 

AJJtj taesnlyi 'dual (gram.)' 
moab^t 'affirmative* 



6.63 ^9 hal the final shape: 
^i-ift 'Kbrft '(utile' 

kiJi^ mosttlliea 'triangular* 

6.64 • hat the independent thape: ^ 

varSs «helr» 
vorrii 'heirs' 



sal^t 'third' 
teeslfs 'trinity' 

sijjl^ t8evar6s 'inheritance* 
'era ^heritage' 



7. jj c, X, h. Thete letters, like those of Section 6, have the same ba- 
sic form but differ only In the arrangement of dots. 

X h 



9fe C 



7.10 J (Jim) is characterised by a dot placed below the basic form. 

7.11 j- has the initial shape: 
U ja 'place' 
^ jot "except* 

7.12 "^J^ has the medial shape: ^ 
uWj bijin 'lifeless' 

rsenjideen <tobe offended' 

7.13 -J has the final shape: ^ 

P«nj 'five' 
berinj 'rice* 

7.14 j has the independent shape: ^ 



jujUk jaedfd 'new' 

taj^r 'merchant* 

laenjfr 'chain* 
Utl^l *inji *here* 

j^; r»n3 'suffering* 
njix xaelfj 'gulf* 



-L' taj 'crown* 



zaj 'vitriol* 



xaerj 'expense* 



J^y. horj 'tower* 

7.20 X (xe) ii characterized by a dot placed above the basic form. 

7.21 x» has the initial shape: 
^U. xar 'thorn' 
j^. xser 'donkey* 

has the medial shape: ^ 
CJu baext 4uck* 
\y^f poxte^n 'to cook* 
«x has the final shape: ^ 



7.22 



7.23 



>.an 'khan* 
^^9^ xetnjs^r 'dagger* 

<Sj\k> boxar/ 'stove* 
^ nox6d 'peas* 



blx 'root* 
^ y*sx 'ice* 
7.24 at has the independent shape: 
8 



neex 'thread* 
^'J zaenaex 'chin* (literary) 



c«rx 'wheel* kax 'palace' 

7.25 The sequence xa is in certain ^«ord« written 1^ .The ^ (vav)here 
it an historical writing and has no sound value. 

w^>i- xAb <fileep^ JJco} xabid^n <to sleep* 

OAit ^ xand«in 'to read* ^1 jL xahrfr 'sister* 

1.26 Noti? that the letter y (vav) after a (xe) sometimes represents 
the vowel 6. ^ 

xod 'self* jUi^y. xorifd 'the sun* 

nox6d 'peas* ^j^sL xord 'he ate* 

7.30 c (ce) ii characterited by three dots placedbelow the baste form. 

7.31 e* has the initial shape: ^ 

cap 'printing)* cay 'tea' 

^ caep 'left* 1^ cira 'why* 

7.32 -c- has the medial shape: ^ 

0«A^picidrfn 'to twist* bicacrx 'Turn!* 

7.33 *c has the final shape: ^ 

pic 'twisty screw* hie 'nothing* 

7.34 c has the independent shape: ^ 

puc 'vain, futile* ^jS^ kuc 'migration* 

7.40 h {ht hottOhasthe same shape in all positions as Ciand x except 
that it has no dots of any kind andis simply the basic form of this series. 

7.41 h» has the initial shape: 

)U>- hej£« 'Hejaa' heab 'political party* 

beyvin 'animal* j^l^l *ehtiyii 'need* 

7.42 -h- has the medial shape: 9c 

b«ehr 'sea* tseht 'underneath' 

tathrfr 'writing* Ol-***,; 'cy bin 'sweet ba»ll* 

7.43 *h has the final shape: ^ 

^> Kebh 'act of slaughtering* isebeSh 'phantom* 

7.44 h has the independent shape: ^ 

nuh 'Noah* iseth 'explanation* 

S. s and i (sin and lin) have the same basic form. The sin Is doU 
leis, and the lln has a triangle of dots above. 

O • has the initial shupe: ^ 





^L' luxt^ no buUd' 




*iiesb 'horse* 








'est^r 'pool* 


tl.u ^ 


has the medUl ih^pe: 








hitt 'ii not* 




Jost«^ <to search* 




C«w biit 'tweaty* 




baest«^n 'to tie* 


8.12 


♦ • has the final shape: ^ 






' \ , 


b«fts 'enough^ 




sep«^s 'then* 




\^ jens 'speeieij sex> 




p«es 'then* 


8.13 


s hat the IndepeiMlent shape; Lf 








u U ^sesis 'basil* 




teers 'fear* 




trj^ xoriis 'rooster* 




yas 'Jasnolne* 


6.20 


i** has the i&itial shape; ^ 








l&yted 'perhaps < 


■ * 


leeb 'evening; night* 




UXi lodife) *to become' 


• ** * 


fostrfn 'to wash* 


8.21 


has the medial shape: ^ 








C*J:j polt (bacV 




j«5n 'festival* 




> xoiniid 'pleased* 


« * A 


neiaest^ 'to iit* 


8.22 


*i has the final shape: ^ 








4jti «seU» 




xiS 'plough* 




tj^j rii 'beard* 




Kd^nel <his wife* 


8.23 


i has the indepeiadent shape: ^ 








,jt>i- xoJ 'happy* 




dui 'shower* 




t/i^l *ser«is 'value* 


^^3jj vserz^s 'sport' * 



9. k and g (kaf and gaf ) have the same basic form. Kaf has one ob- 
lique stroke in its Initial and medial forms, 

.9.10 k* has the initial shapei f , , 

wl^" ketib 'book* kar 'work* 

OjlT kard 'kniie* dokt^r 'doctor* 

9.11 •k- has the medial s^pe: ST 

;ISJ^ lekir 'hunting* ^ Jfekir 'sugar* 

tekrir 'repetition* /l*' taeseekkdr 'thanks' 

9.12 *k has the final shape: dl 

*il yek 'one* xoa6k 'cool' 

dUl »selk 'tear* iill bank 'bank* 



9.U k hat the independent shape: J 

iJl^ pak^pute^ i)y tork^Turk' 

iJU xak 'ioil; dust* ilL/ teryik 'oplunn» 

9.20 gaf differs from kaf only in having two parallel oblique strokes 

in ail its fotms. 

9. a g- has the initial shape: t 

^iT^gorg 'wolf* ^ glj'di^^y» 

j-^iTgorseStfitn 'to pass* gav'cow' 

9.22 -k:* medial shape: C 

jegeJr^Uver* tagfiferg 'hall* 

^ taetigf 'narrowness' ^^C- saengfn 'heavy* 

9.23 ^g has the final shape: 

iiCj rig *sand' vi^ zaeng 'bell* 

oSL. jaeng 'war* ^ saeg 'dog> 

9.24 g has the independent shape: 

afT'gorg 'wolf* ^J^i boz^rg 'big' 

^CteegKferg 'hail' viTy. baftrg 'leaf 

10. f and q (fe and qaf) differ only in the nvmiber of dots and in their 
final and independent forms, where qaf has a deeper loop than fe; the 
final form of fe is hoUow» while that of qaf is not. 

10.10 f- has the initial shape: i 

jJ3y fser^i^nd 'child' ^ fekr 'thought* 

*oftadagn 'to faU* ^1 'eefsaJr 'officer* 

10.11 -f- has the medial shape: i 

jU- saeffd 'white' <^ neeft 'oil* 

joft 'pair* tof€^ng 'rifle* 

10.12 *f has the final shape: 

sJb,^ iaerfl 'noble* Ju5^ kacsi 'dirty* 

kaelf 'discovery* <^ kil 'p\irse> bag* 

10.13 f has the independent shape: 

«Jy. bserf 'Show' .J^Glegirf 'wonderful' 

hserf 'letter of the alphabet* cJl naf 'navel* 

10.20 qaf differs from fe In having two dots placed above instead of 
one. 

10.21 q- has the initial shape: > 

11 




10.22 .^q* hAft the medial nhape: i 
ltLJ; naeqq&i 'painter' 

Jjb naeqd «cash^ 

10.23 -q Ui the filial shape: \3 

^y^^ d«qfq <mihute (adj.); 

care/wi' 
ijJ) ^demb^ 'iris* 

10.24 q had the independent ahape: 3 

baerq ^electricity^, lightning' 
i3W^ qAc£q 'contraband; 



^1 qaebr 'grave* 

0^ qaern 'century* V 

iL- saeqq£ <water»carriet' 
menqSr 'beak' 

^Jij raeffq *friend^ 
^yu taefrfq 'subtraction* 

3^ ?eesfq 'eagt* 

'ettefiq Uncldent* 



^nnuggle^ 

11. I (lamj is characteristically a vertical stroke It differs from I 
('eeJ^f) chiefly by connecting to a following letter. 

11.10 1- has the initial shape: j 
lwJ Isendti^ 'London' 
sUJ loxt 'naked' 

11.11 <»1» has the medial shape; \ 
^ jeld 'skin, hide' 

Jel6w 'front' 



ad 



l«grfd Otick (no\m)» 
lebis <cloth«a> 



11.12 



-1 has the final shape: J 



taelx 'bitter' 
gselu Uhroat' 



6 gol 'rost* 
Jl* pol 'bridge' 
11.13 1 has the independent shape; J 
J> del 'heart* 
Jji dovilcHgovernments' 



U nil 'Nile' 
JX bolb6l 'nighUngale' 

pul 'money' 
JUi dombil <rear> 



12. m (mim) is characterlsticany a small circle, often merely a dot 
On a down^va^d brea^ in the line. 

12.10 m. has the initial shape: 
U ma 'vie' 

maerd 'man' 

12.11 *m- his the medial shape: ^ 
mohaemmiM 'Mohammed' 
saemt 'direction' 

10 



nriad^r 'mother* 
mix 'table' 



blmSr 'sick' 
fimf 'chemistry' 



12.12 'tn ha* the final thapt; 



Af\^ ketibftm <my book* 



Sim 'wire' 
' rttftsem <! went.* 



fiU taelim rhello* 

mterd6irn 'people' 



U»13 m h&s the independent Ahapet ^ 
teeminn *whole' 
ievv^m 'third* 

13. h (he hieyviiis) doeb not have any one characteristic torm 
13.10 h» has the initial shape: ^ 
jtk haer^eacbi every* 
CJ^ haeit 'eight* 
>h« has the medial shape: ^ 
behtiir 'better' 
behlit 'paradise* 



13.11 



hseft 'seven' 
0U> dtthih 'niouth' 

bseh&r 'spring* 



ceh^l 'jforty' 



13.12 •h has the linal shape: < . The final h (< ) often indicates the vowel 
e. 



"Cr ae 'three' 
A^y torobcl 'radish' 



rpeftiS 'gone* 
CxT taext^ 'board, plank* 



i3.13 h has the independent shape: * . The independent h ( • ), too, often 
indicates the vowel e. 



•Iji rah 'path, road' 
oLj piad<£ 'on foot' 



»)Ul 'eja^^ 'permission' 
#3 deh 'village' 



li* s and a (sad and 2ad}have the same basic form. The sad is dot' 
less; the cad has one dot above. 



U.IO s* haa the initiar shape: ^ 
O^L^ sabiiA 'soap' 

saehih 'correct' 

14.11 •s* has the rnedial shape: «a 

tsesmf'm 'decii«ion' 
mesr^Egypt' 

14.12 ^s has the final shape: ^ 
^yii Tittqu 'defect' 
fj^^ isexs 'person' 

14J5 s has the Independent shape: 



aobb 'morning' 
JUtf sled 'hundred' 

bsesri^ 'Basra* 
sisti^d 'three hundred' 



naq^s 'defective' 

^v^moretxxiSs 'permitted 
to leave* 



13 



mafrxiiii Upecial^ 

14.20 h&s th« ItUtua shape: > 

AiW ^ewrt 'addition* 

14.21 -t* Has the mt dial shape; 
^^Jaa haetm 'digestion* 

OjUaJ qetavrft 'judgment* 

14.22 hac^ the final shape: ^ 

nttqz Molatioft* 
^j^tJ naebt 'pulse* 

14.23 z has the independent shape; J0 
Jfiiy riit 'Riyadh* 

ijf^y msertiSt 'disease* 

15. t and z (ta and aa)have the same 
the la has one dot above , 

15.10 t- has the Initial shape: 

y imhtb 'physician* 

tutf 'parrot* 

ISJl <-t<^ has the medial shape: 

Jk^ ssetl 'pail* 

noqtl <point* 

15.12 -t has the final shape: is 

rsebt 'connection* 
ift^ xsett 'line* 

15.13 t has the independent shape; i« 
lip.] »ehtiyit 'caution* 

i#L;;l 'erteb4t 'comirtunicaUon* 

15.20 »- has the initial shape: 

zaerf Wase' 
yiUi sahjr 'apparent* 

15.21 has the medial shape: b 
O^IL' nexar^t 'supervision* 
jlk;l *ente«£r 'expecUtion* 



^ jl;. xoWs 'sincerity* 
xass 'particular* 

^L;^ ziyafA 'banquet* 
vatih 'clear, plain* 

Uii *enqet& 'expitation* 
^^Ju m6«4r 'harnaful* 

jijM m*ifce 'ttftly for* 



maerfx 'sick* 



J^y qaer» 'debt* 
^^3^m5eqr<i^ 'indebted* 
basic form. The U is dotlcts 



5(U teli'gold* 
jlUl *otiq 'room* 

^ metr 'meter* 

*ser«est\i 'AristoUe* 

ix^y vsesik 'mi<i<ile* 
Jd^lj rabit 'liaison* 

l»:>bLl *exteUt 'mixture* 
W soqrit 'Spcratei* 

toht 'noon* 
-uUbj vaesif^/duty* 

Jki timt^r 'view* 
j[^^kx« mstnziir 'purpose* 



htit 'protectidn' 
k\pti \ehiz 'point of vlew^ 



•s has the final shape; 

^J^iUIjU- xodahai^t 'Good.byel^ 

iiil" tttleeff^t 'pronunciation' 

15.2) z hai the independent shape: ia 

J^^^lw maehzd^ 'pleased^ 

ii^^iU insel/\i« 'pronounced' 

16. The following basic sh%pe ('eyn) represents ^ (that is, either a glot- 
tal stop or stricture, or a lengthening of the preceding vowel). Initially 
it functions muchlike 'eeUf, but occurs only in words of Arabic origin. 

*eyn and qeyn are alike in their basic form, but qeyn has one 
dot above. 

16.10 has the initial shape: p 
J«l* »aqfcl 'wise* 
^-f^ 'sejfb 'strange' 

16.11 -'^ has the medial shape: 

see'y 'attempt' 
J*i fen 'verb' 

16.12 •' has the final shape: ^ 



OjU 'ebaraet 'phrase* 
^yL::>.l'ejiema*f 'social' 

bae'd 'after' 
O^yi^mee'ruf 'famous' 



fob' 'quarter' 

jeem' 'plural' 

16.13 ' has the independent shape: ^ 

mo2ar{' 'present 
^ (tense)' 
^li>^defi' 'defense' 

16.20 has the initial shape; I 
)\l qa£ 'goose^ 

f^}) rowqiin 'oil, fat' 

16.21 -q. has the medial ihape: I 
Ja4 maeqt 'bfainj marrow' 

teeqyfr 'change' 

16.22 *q has the final shape; ^ 

. miq 'cloudy mist* 

^ ^ (literary) 

16.23 q has the independent shape: ^ 

dordq 'lie, false' 
'yoke' 



qael' 'tin' 
may^» 'liquid' 



eU>"l »ejtemS' 'gathering; 
^ ' society' 
^UtJi Soji' 'brave' 

kaq4& 'paper^ 

Jkf baeq^l /armpit' 
JjiuUmieSqiil 'busy' 

^ tiq 'blade^ 

dsem&q 'nose* 
^ jiXJ *estefriq 'vomiting' 
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UQAtURBS 

It. Ligatures Are a combination of two Utters into a specializedform 
which is hot a part of the regular Persian alphabet. They are limited to 
the foUowing combinations: lam«'«el6f, kaf^'seUf, gaf*'iel^£, kaf*Um, 
and gii-Um. Wfaen the sequences kaf-lam<^*«ellf and gaf^^lam-'sfel^f 
appenti oinly two of the letters may be combined into a ligature. The re- 
mainiftg letter is printed in its usual form. 

It.lb The combination lam^^'seUf, when i» isolated position, is printed: 

dlyU-NUstfk 'rubber' JV lak 'sealing wax* 

>^VUlx6r 'vulture' 'owlid 'child' 

17.11 When In final position, the combination lam-'ael^f ha& this shap»l 

J>U xelil 'interval' iJ>U^hextelif 'difference* 

(literary) 

w^^fcelah^t 'agriculture' !A1> leli 'gold' 

17.20 The combinations kaf»*«el^f and gaf**«Uf, when in isolated posi^ 
tion, are printed $^and When in final position, they are printed (fTand 
81 respectively, 

aiK' kaqs^x 'paper' jlSol *enkir 'denial* 

^K* gam 'step' neg&h 'glance* 

17,30 The combinations kaf*Um and gaf^lim are written and ^inl* 
tially, 1^ and medially, and finally, and and jT when independent. 

^ kttl«^ 'cabbage* j)^ g«lu 'throat* 

J^iS 'selkolf 'alcoholic jSljl 'aenga^l 'parasite* 

jC^ sekl 'shape' ^^^..^ISohengelisr 'English' 

IS'J t»vsekk6l 'trust (e.g., in JT gol 'flower' 
" Cod)' 

17.40 The combinations k>i«lam-'seUf and gafrlam*'sel(f are more 
commonly printed 

•crow' 

vP^^ * ^Ufiij bekolihsel 'to his 

,^5^5^*^ USgolabf 'pear* ^t>^ a ^US^. begolabf 'to the 

pear* 



SPECIAL SICNS 



In Sections 3 and 4 some of the means for indicating vowels and 
diphthongs were mentioned. In the following nine sections » examples and 
O combinations will be discussed. 



U. The voweli e,and o may be represented by the following s^ghs: 

» (placed above the preceding consonant): 

^ t«r 'soak' J nder 'male' 

e ^ (placed under the preceding consonant): 

kerm 'worm' JiCi iekl <shape' 

<) * (placed above the preceding consonant): . 

^ por 'full' tor6b 'radish' 

Absence o{ vowel may be indicated by the sign * placed above the 
consonaht to which it belongs: ^ ^ 

jj^^, pedeir «£athet' jTl 'rfgeer <i<» 

These four signs are/ however, hardly ever used in printed (or 
written) Petsian. These signs are sometimes called <voWel points'. 

19. 'aele/maeddi. The form I .called 'selefmaeddf (essentially an >«l£f 
drawn horitontaliy above a conventional 'eeUi) expresses the sound a 
when in independent or final position. In alphabetical listing, ^selefmaeddi" 
counts as 'deUf plus 'ael^f. 

19.10 'selef maeddf in independent position: I 

- >ab 'water^ >jl 'ard *flour' 

^\}\ 'asid <free' L-l 'asiyi 'Asia' 

19.11 'selef maeddf in final position: I 

yU ma'as^r 'memorable yl" te£tr 'theater^ 

deeds' (literary) 

20. Initial plus vav expresses 'u, 'ow^ or 'v: 3I 

'owrrfng Hhrone' 'u 'he/she' 

(literary) • 
>V^l ♦owUd 'children' J^l 'eevvrfl 'first' 

21. Initial 'eelif plus ye expresses 'i, (^'^^^h a vowel, of course) 
'ey or '«y: A 

0' /J 'irih 'Iran' O^y) 'eyvin 'palac^' 

Ul^J 'inji 'here' OLliJ 'ilin 'they' 

22. htemz^. The symbol ^ . called haemt^, is sometimes used over I, 
jt iS » *• described in the following sections: 

22.10 A glottal stop in the middle of a word is sometimes indicated by 
the small sign * (h«mE^) above !, (without dots) » and * . 

JfL sa'el 'beggar' Ljj ro'aesi 'chiefs' 

J^Lm^ mees'ul 'responsible' ij^.y^ 'emrika'C ^American' 
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There it a tendency to omit the httmt^ and use a (ye) instead 
tv^ty^httt except in words of Arabic origin. 

M^iO *selef hoemzi. There ate alsocases where»in the middle o£a Word/ 
hsemxi is written above an >eeU£ (though its omission in print is fre- 
quent) to express the sequence «e». Note that 'eeUf heredoes not express 
the sound a/ 

t«'xfr «deUy» A^seMib ^chastisement* 

\J\f tse^nnf 'slowness, hesitation' xsX mee'xejE *source, origin' 

22.30 haem^^ is also used over afinal h( i ) (though omissionin printing 
is frequent) to Itidicate connecting e (>ezaf^) in the case of final written 
but unpronounced h($ee Section 3). The h«mfc< ' in this case has the pro- 
nunciation ye, 

tif^^^iiU- xan^ye boz^rg <the big house' 

jj-^ll^^ d^estlye kaqif^z Uhe bunch of paper' 

^ Final connected < may have ^ (haemt^) to represent indefinite -i: 
A 'i. This is increasingly being written 'i. 

xan^U 'a house' daest^'i <a bunch' 

23. t«esdid. The doubling of consonas\ts, in the middle or at the end of 
a word» may be indicated by the small tign * (taesdfd} written above the 
letter to be doubled; but it, too» is often omitted. 

Jjl 'tevvael 'first' •Jui>t- moxsefffijf 'contraction' 

mo'«lUm 'teacher' Jiil,' tselaeff^t 'pronunciation' 

24. taenvfn. An ending -den (of Arabic origin) of certain adverbs is indi^ 
cated by the following sign / (taenvfn), written usually above afinal 'aeUf. 
Like hsemz£ and taeJdfd, it, too, is often omitted. Note that in this case> 
final '»Uf does not have the value a. 

Vt« maeseelan 'for example' v^^t 'aewaele^n 'firstly^ 

taeqribaen 'almost, '>U qaeblaen 'beforehand, 

approximately' * earlier, before' 

25. In older printed material, the final and independent h, < and #,3p- 
pear, at the end of some words, with two dots above them. These words 
are invariably of Arabic origin. /a modern writings these forms are very 
rarely found. In words where the dotted h is pronounced t. the symbol 
O or w is used. 

cJUl 'esalaet 'genuineness' <^J^J tiyarrft 'pilgrimage' 

In words where an originally dotted h is retained without dots, as 
*t it represents the vowel e: 

sjLkl 'ejas^ 'permission' 

26. Mention was made in Section 6. 35 of the fact that final y is some- 
times pronounced as if it were final ^aelif, and is pronounced a. 



hitU 'even though' J^l *eeMi 'higher, highest* 

m«*v£ Mw6lling» abode* ^jSim soknS 'dwelling' 

But note: 

«^ [ maebnS 'basift, JU,* maebnf 'based, 

\ foundation* ^ ' founded' 

However, when these words are followed by the syllable *ye (arv 
Other form of *e, the *etaf^ sign)» the letter ye. is repUced by 
this 'eel^f represents the sound a (which is the same sound as was indi- 
cated by the ye), and the letter ye indicates (as it does In other in- 
■ Stances) the y of the *tZ2li ending -ye. 

Jxl 'se*14 *ee»liye 
sokni ^U5C»*sokniye 

NUMBERS 

27. In PeTs\^nih^ numerals are written and printed from left to right. 
They have the following shapes! 

yek 'one* I ^ Ul 'six* 1 

j> do 'two* T hJftft 'seven* V 

o se nhree* T haeSt 'eight* A 

^l^^ ceehSr <four*i v noh 'nine* A 

^ paenj 'five* 0 jk^ sefr 'aero* * 



What has been described in the preceding pages is the Persian 
writing system as it appears in newspapers* periodicals, books, and other 
material printed on the present-day presses of Iran. In order to acquaint 
the reader with typewritten Persian, and to give him a generalidea about 
ij ha^ndwritten Persian, a short note on each follows. 

The statements made in the notes on combination of words and on 
i:?punctuation apply to all three forms of the Persian writing system de- 
^•cribed in the present paper. 



TYPEWRITH^ PERSIAN 



0. The mAindittar^^nce Wtween pHnted Pertian and typewritten Per- 
cotxtist* in the nt)mber of the forms of each letter. 

1. All the non-cormec tort, that is, >aeUf, dal, lal, re, te, ie, and 
vav, each of which has two forms in printed Persian (Section 4), and two 
of the Connectors, ta and Ea, each of which has four printed forms (Sec- 
tion 15). have onJy one form each on the typewriter keyboard; 

2. The letters be, pe, te, se, nun (Section 6); jim, ce» he(hottO, 
xe (Section 7); sin, lih (Section 8); sad> tad (Section 14); fe, qaf (Sec- 
tion iO); kai* ga£ (Section 9)j lam (Section U); and mim (Section 12), 
which have four forms each in printing, have only two forms each on the 
typewriter, an initial •me dial form and a finAl*independent form: 

Xnitial*medial: 

bptsnjc hjislszfqkg 

Final^independent; 
bptsnj chxslstfqk'g 

3. The letter he (heevvset) (Section 13),whichis a connector, has three 
forms ihtypewritten Persian: initial,^ ; medial, ^ ; and independent* final, 

4. The letter ye (Section 6.50) has three forms: initial medial, 
fii\al, o; ^d independent, . 

6. Twoletter*! *eyn and qeyn (Section 16) hayefour forms each(just 
as they do in printed Persian): initial, i> ; medial^-; final, l^; and in- 
dependent, 

6. ^ Of the ligatures (Section 17), the typewriter has only lam-*seUr; 

7. There is a heemti (Section 22) which can be pJaced above 'atl^f, 
vav, of ye. There is also an initial-medial J . 



8. The^maeddf sign (Section 19) j which In printed Persian is part of 
the type I i is a separate (dead) key on the typewriter. 

9. ' There is a dotted he haevvefer on the typewriter. 
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HANDWRITTEN PERSIAN 



0, Am it lUtuna.PertUti letters, which b&ve baticAlly the eame^orin 
in pritttine» typings lind himdwritlng, are somewhat diflerent and leis 
easily recogniaable in handwriting. This is partly due to the dilferences 
among individual writers, but there are also generally accepted written 
forms of the letters and combinations of letters which are quite different 
from the printed shapes; 

WhatfoUows is a description of some of the major differences b^^ 
tween a variety of handwritten Persian, which is more osr less typical/ 
on the orve hand, and printed (and typewritten) Persiani on the other, No 
attempt will be made to (Uscuss caiiigraphy or any of a number of other 
types of handwritten Pevsian. 

L Th0 three pointed strokes of sin and iin ca^.in all their forms, 
be replaced by a slightly curved straight line: 

s«sr 'head' >M bieiiir hnankind' 

However, when there are t^o successive sins, or iins, or one 
of each, it is preferred that only one of them be written in the above nutn- 

ner,* [ 

2. The final curved stroke of the final and independent sin, Xin, s^, 
aadi and ye may be replaced by a stroke slaiiting d^vnwardto the left 
and ending in an upward turn to the left, the entire stroke may be angu-. 
iar or slightly curved: y 

XM 'Jaemine» ^^^^^,3/kll 'reUg ion> 

auts <parUcuiar» mserfs 4U» 

r4ye <on' hi 'without* 

3. The curved stroke of the fix^ or independent nun may be replaced 
by a itroke slanting downward to the left, as in 2 above, but ending in i 
tu»i ;o the rightt 

*an 'that* ^ msen T 

4. A preceding com^ector Joins Jim, ce, he (hottOi wd xe from the 
I 'tf^« not from the pide, as in typewritten and mon printed fomi: 

b«ecc« «chUd» ^n«x 'thread* 



S« A medial be» pe* te» kt, nUni and ye befoare final nun, and 
eometimea before >e» ze, and Je, has the shape , coming up from 
the preceding letter and joining the next by a short straight line: 

beyn 'between" '<'id' 

j$. When followed by final re, ze, 2e, or one of the final forms de- 
scribed in I, 2, and 3 above, the pointed stroke of a n2edial be, pe, te^ 
se. nun, and ye is replaced by a curve: 

pit 'old* (/f neebf 'prophot' 

lir 'milk* cin 'China* 

7« Care muitbe taken not to form a curve such as described in^ 
above when Joining an initial to a final letter, since the curve may be 
ken for a letter itself. Compare, for e^ulmple, 

/^pir'old* and y:*^ por 'full* 

In Joining an Initial letter to one of the final forms described in 1, Z, and 
3 above, the angle between the letters should be rather sharp. Otherwise, 
any resulting cutv^ may be taken for i letter. Compare, for example, 

^^^^koi 'KiU V and ^y^KeM 'ship' 

8. Initiar he (hsevvl^t) may be written like a mim witha comma-like 
addition below it: 

(fotyi* ) honir 'art* 

This 'comma* stroke Is written from the bottom up: v 

9* Final he (haevvrfz) is a simple curve downwatd, the centra) part 
of which is only slightly (if at all) raised: 

" ^ it 'What?*; 

10. If necessary, any medial letter and, lets frequently, an initial let* 
ter, nnay be>tretched, usually to fill In the line: 

^(.>Mcetib 'book* yf LJ' rah^r 'apparent* 

Itil notvery common to stretchtwo successive letters in the same word; 
nor is it. considered permissible to stretch a letter when it is likely to 
cause am^guity» as in the case of por 'fulP/ yhere, if the pe is 
stretched, the stretching line may be taken for a medial sin (see I above), 
thus resulting in the Word pesai&r 'boy*^ 

11. All forms of kai have one oblique bar. This bar is added after the 
word is written, Uke the crossing of a t in Jfcnglish, (See also 14 below/) 
The ' which appears inside the final and independent forms of printed 
kai and gaf dees not appear, in handwriting* 

U. Theligaiurelam<^*seUf is written /finally and ^independently! 

Jl*' teli 'gold* bal< 'AVove* 

^crihrietitnes lam^*seUf Ms written >cfor >f ; 



13. The foll6wisig.ob0erv«tloni may be made concerning dots: 

(a) Two doU belonging t<^ the earne letter can be replaced by a 
•traight line; 

t ya *0t^ t ta 'to, ttU» 

(b) Three dot! bilonging to the iame letter can be replaced by a 
line with a dot above or below it (depending on whether the dote are placed 
ibove or below the letter): 

^ ped^r «£ather> '^t^eab^t 'fixed* 

Three dote may alio be replaced by a email circle, thusj ^,^(!? 

(c) The doti are frequently not placed exactly above or below the 
letter to which they belong? 

y *eftexir 'pride, honor' C/zl/ boxarf 'etove, heater* 

In caies where there is ambiguity » the context usually helpe. Compare 

Ci't/i boxarf 'stove* and </>l/^ nsejjarf 'carpentry* 

both of which can be written t^t/* . 

(d) Hot infrequently, dots are left out altogether. In such cases, the 
context usually helps in the reading. 

14. lUe dots, hsem^^s, and all the special signs are added after the 
Whole word, or any part of a word ending in a non-connector, is written. 

15. The numerals i and ^ arc written t*and ^ . 



COMBINATION OF WORDS 



0. Compound words are ordinarily, but not nfeceiiarllyi written at 
one word (unleas the fir it word ends In a non-connector). Certain other 
words are treated as compounds in writing, that is, they are joined to- 
gether* A few of the commoner cases are listed below: 

1. 6^' 'this> is sometimes joined to a following short word: 

^jk^ t^)^' vW^l ^J^' 

This does not happen when the following word begins with a letter 
of the group J ^ i r J ^ f . 

The above statement Is true, though much less frequently, of ut 

'that*! 

1. What was said above of Is true of dk^ 'one\ too, 

3. The combinations , (jl* *nd ^0;, 61*^ may join a following 
short word: 

4. If ^^1 follows a preposition ending in a consonant, it mayloie Us 
'sel<f, in which case the two words will be combined; 

This Is true of OT , tooj only here It is the maeddf (which, the 
reader will remember, was an *Bt\it originally) which Is ontiitted; 

5/ Some writers drop one of the two h»s (he httyytit) when they add 
the plural suffix to a word ending In an h(he h^ewl^^^ that represents the 
vowel t (see Section 13, U): 

l^U (forUdCU) 

However, even these writers preserve both the h's If dropping one of 
them may cause confusion, as in the case of 



UJL^U^names* and l^U 'letteraV 

l^Lii'medali* and U^UjUigns* 

If-iU. 'khahi* and UiJU. 'houses^ 

6. When ^ joins a verbiorm beginning with an 1 VmUi)ot t sCiyt), 
the ♦aeUf or ye of the verb root may be dropped: 

{iorXi\^) J^lg^ (for J^lj^} 

The dropping of *o6l^f may be considered as indicating the fact that 
the glottal stop represented by 1 ('aeUf)is omitted. thf>ugh even wheA th* 
*eelif is preserved, it may quite often be ignored in pronunciation. 

7. Some of the cardinal numerals one to ten may join certain words 
foUowing them (mostly the words JL 'year' and «U 'month*): 

jLXi(for JL dl^) 'one year' 

iJU*ii4(for AlU^'i) 'five<-year-old> 

(for JUfcUj^)^six.month.old* 

These numerals mayor may not join to X,^ '100' n 000* and 

occasionally. 0>{A^'^.OOD,OOD'. * J > ' 

S. The word C-*.l has two writtenforms: and (or ) 

Used after a consonant, the latter represents eest combinedwith thcpre-* 
ceding word; 



xubaest <lt is good.* 
After a vowels represents st: 

.C^UT'ketibist 'It is a book." 

However, even U the I ('aelif)is reUlned in such cases, it usually has no 
sound value; thus. s:;^1^Uris pronounced exactly like . c^Ui » 



PUNCTUATION 
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Q> The following pimctuAtion m^rkft are used In Persian: 
• period 
? que ition mark 
^ , I exclamation point 

>\ * colon 

{ atml-colon 
i comma 
dath 

quotation marki 

parehtheaea ■. - ,. '''^'-^-^-^ 
bracken 
hyphen . 

These marks are not consistently used In Persian. There is varla^ 
tion among different writers, and Inconsistency may occur in the work 
of a single writer. Wlien they are Used, they generally follow Western, 
often French, usage. The following liotes are meant as a guld<), not a d^- 
fcriptioin of ail possible uses. * . 7 

I. The PERIOD (*) is used at the end of a declarative or imperative 
sentence, and sometimes after an interrogative one: 

, I^Jj.> l^ ^^^t^ '1 saw my brother.* * 

, 0^;^^ 'Sit down.' 

^J^^ 1>J^ <Where are you going7> 

Several periods indicate an omission: 

Ui^l , . , ^l|T 'Mr. ... is not here.' 

The QUESTION MARK {^) is used, as in English, after questions; 

gLfc^l <What is your name?' 

It n>ay also be used after an indirect quoUtion which is a question 
; it|elf or of which the original was a question; . 

jl^ U -UU-i--^ 1^ f'^ji jj' Asked him whether he knew me or not.' 

The EXCLAMATIOK POINT (1) Is used, as in English, after sen- 
tfftc^s expressing surprise, astonishment, emphasis, etc.! 
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Is;^ ^V^' i^l^i^t^thti Ipphahitn^^ not inisphahaniP 

^yX^^^^^J^ 'Be iure not to ioi*get!» 
: It li alio liied 1^ 

4.. The COLON C) ll uded 

(a^ belote a Hit/ when this lilt it at the end of th« iehtencet 

. V* . IjW^ 0^' *^ bought theie booki:...» 

(b) before a quotation, direct or indirect: 

jijjs- ^» ["^^ (^J^ I <My friend eaid: «Where are you going?*' 

^'^Jja^ ^^^l^^O^ jl^J^^My friend asked me where I was going.* 
(Note that quotation mdrke are optional.) 

(c) before an explanatory note referring to the preceding sentence: 

*xi ^jU^jl if^jS^y:^^ ljU 

*1 looked everywhere but 1 didn't find him: he had left the city * 

5. The S£MI.C01X)N (f) may be used instead of the colon before an 
explanatory note (see 4c above}: 

*t looked everywhere but I dldnH find himj he had left here!' 

6. The QOUUA (0 it used to separate phrases, clauses, or words in 
a list (uaually equi>ralem to single bai' Juncture, \): 

(U^tjU <l^U5" 'the books, the pencilSi the pens> 

<We went home, had supper, and went to bed.' 

It may indicate a paranthetical phraae or cUusa: 

<*j^l^ cJU*t 'Ahmad^ my brother, it here. » 



$omatimes this indication of the |>hrasing (Juncture) is neceseary 
to avoid ambiguity, as: 

,C^U» AXAti i>»f ^This board Is black. > 
^C>j>.»lj< '^- V > 'This is the blackboard.^ 

1a cases like the following, the comma is used to avoid ambiguity 
cau#ed by two successive identical 

trfl *This llphahani is not an IsphahaniP 

7, The DASH used like the comma (see 6 above). It is alio used 
in dialogue to mark the beginning of a speaker's remarks: 



UilJU ^Ij^JI — If^W^ ?th<i books, the pens, the pencils* 

.UU^^L^ ^ij 'this board is black.' 

> C'^ifc^t^^^^ ^Tbis is the blackboard.* 
I ^.,,4^ ^ 'this Isphahani is not an isphabani P 

\ t^^Ui^l — Ju^l 'Ahrr.ad*-^my brother— is here.* 

^O^X^Jfc ^UtT' U-d 'Where are you from?* 

,kSj^^ J ^ 'France.* 
A dash may also be used to indicate an omission, instead of several 
periods (see I above): 

U;^! — c^liT 'Mr. — is hot here.* 



a. QUOTATION MARKS (« may be used 

(a) to mirk a direct quotation: . 

*My father said, "Give me the book, 
please.*' 

(b) to indicate a foreign word, or for emphasis (as in English): 

^chairu you know what "chaii' means?' 

(c) to set off a parenthetical phrase or sentence: 

p ^fj^^ ^s 'Ahmad, my brother, is having his 

supper.' 

9. PARENTHESES (( )) may be used instead of quotation marks: 

. (.JUbJb i^Uf')^^ >ja^ 'My father said, *Give me the book, 

' please.*' 
(chair) JuStJk^ 'Do you know what *chair» means?' 

,^jj>t^ >[S (^P^\ ^) J^^l 'Ahmad, my brother, is having his 

supper,' 

10. BRACKETS (( )) are generally restricted to scholarly works, where 
they aro used as in English: 

'Shakespeare was one of the great writers of the 14th [sit] century*' 

11. The HYPHEN not commonly used, but occurs occasionally to 
indicate the division of a word at the end of a line: 

— LyjUT'^l Xjil^^jul^ OUj jl ^\ 'Ifyou like novels, youcfcn take 

^•^^ JjrH ^J*- k these books home with you,* 
However, words are almost never divided at the end of a line in 
handwriting and rarely in print. When such a division does occur, it is 
usually done between a root and an affix, or between affixes, providing 
the break occurs after a non»€Onnector (see Section 4) and the affix td 
begin the next line starts with a consonant: , 



jTiA ^ Jti ^) )> „ ^^^y poems In 

.^iMily^ ljL>l r«cent year*.* 

Yc\i mty not, fot exiumi^le, divide ^-J^^intoJ^^xittia* and^ ^efcirii 
ii Ihe Utter begine with a vowel. 

Compound words , the mem^ts of which o<cur aUp al separate 
words, may be divided between the two parts of the compound: 

4jUuU^ AiU6W^ 'hotel' 



